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THE   TIMES   HISTOEY   OF   THE   WAR.
railways, and roads open into Rumania. "Up to the New Year there was hardly any reason for paying attention to such a quiet backwater as was the valley of the Pruth from the exclusively strategical point of view.
About the New Year this region began to acquire a new significance. The population of South-Eastern Bukovma and of Transylvania is mainly Rumanian by language and extraction. The valleys of the Pruth, the Seret and the Moldava, which include practically the whole Bukovina, lead towards Rumania; in the opposite direction, over the passes of Dorna V&tra, and Kirhbaba, and farther west in the " Pokucie" across the Jablonica, lie the easiest roads into Transylvania. Towards the end of 1914 Rumanian intervention was thought of as a matter of the very near future. The advance of Russian troops
into Transylvania, where they would have been greeted by the Hungarian Rumanians as the liberators from Magyar oppression, might have accelerated the entrance of Rumania into the European War. The Rumanian nation could neither have left to strangers the entire* work of bringing freedom to its compatriots, nor could it have allowed, in cawo of a local revorwo of the Russian Army, liberated Rumanians to pass again under the hated Magyar yoko.
About the New Year hardly any Austrian troops remained in the Bukovina. In the first days of January Russian troops began to advance in the farthest south-eastern corner of the Bukovma, and at -the same time in the Pokucie, towards the Transylvanian frontier. From Gora JEitimora they marched in midwinter towards Kimpolung over passes rising to 2,000 ft., and between mountains ranging above 5,000 ft. They reached Kimpolung on January 0. " During the last week." says the Russian official communique of January 8, " our troops, fighting continually, have covered a distance of 120 versts (about 75 miles), and have reached the mountain range constituting fche frontier between the Bukovina and Transylvania/' From January 0 onwards the history of their advance is lost to us in uncertainty. We have before us a few dates on which the Russians are said to have fought battloH afc
AUSTRO-GERMAN   OUTPOSTS. In a German trench on the Bzura.      Inset:  Austrian observation post.